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Occult, part 3 
Comparing World Religions Study 

 Superstition 
 A belief or practice not based upon fact but upon fear or ignorance of the unknown 

 Here are some examples: 

 The Number 13 

 This number is supposed to bring bad luck 

 Some buildings skip 13th floor; some consider it unlucky for 13 people to eat together; Friday the 

13th allegedly brings bad luck 

 No one knows how this superstition started 

 Breaking a Mirror 

 Supposedly brings seven years of bad luck 

 This belief goes back several thousand years to when people believed the image of a person, 

whether a painting or a reflection, was part of that person and whatever happened to the image 

happened to that person. 

 Prayer for Sneezing 

 This is one we all practice without being aware of it 

 “Gesundheit,” German for “good health to you” 

 “God bless you” 

 Why only the sneeze, and not a cough, etc.? 

 This goes back thousands of years when people believed one’s spirit resided inside his head and 

a good sneeze might send it away 

 Since evil spirits were known to be lurking about trying to get into the man’s head, his friends 

would say a prayer to keep the evil spirits away 

 Omens 

 An omen is “an event or object believed to be a sign or token portending or foretelling the evil 

or beneficent character of a future occurrence” (Dictionary of Mysticism) 

 Having a black cat cross your path or walking under a latter 

 Objects 

 Charms, etc. 

Witchcraft 
 Dates back to biblical times 

 Can be defined as the performance of magic forbidden by God for non-biblical ends 

 The day witches celebrate above all others is Halloween; it is believed that on this night Satan and 

his witches have their greatest power 

 Today, Halloween is largely a secular holiday, but true witches and followers of witchcraft still 

preserve the early pagan beli3efs and consider Halloween a sacred and deadly powerful time 



 2 

O
cc

u
lt

, p
ar

t 
3 

| 4
/1

7/
2

0
11

  

 Witches are supposed to have a variety of powers, such as casting spells and causing sickness and 

death in others 

 Although witch hunting and trials no longer occur, witchcraft still continues today 

 Why? 

 The appeal of magic that promises power, money, love, and all the things a person desires most 

 Witchcraft is a revolt against established religion 

 The Bible condemns witchcraft outright 

Wicca 
 Wicca is essentially a nature religion, grounded in reverence for planet Earth, which is seen as a 

manifestation of the Goddess or “Great Mother” 

 In general, they are anti-authoritarian, refusing to have any centralized authority 

 They are also against religious dogma 

 The key ethical principle is, “Do what thou will, but harm none.”  

 Wiccans believe they must follow their conscience 

 Tolerance is perhaps the greatest virtue for Wiccans; they hold animosity toward Christianity for its 

exclusive claims to be the only way to God 

 From www.carm.org: 

 Wicca is an eclectic religious belief system centering around gods, goddesses, and nature worship.  

Gary Cantrell, a well-known Wiccan author says Wicca is based on "harmony with nature and all 

aspects of the god and goddess divinity."  Wiccan practice involves the manipulation of nature 

through various rituals in attempts to gain power, prestige, love, or whatever else a Wiccan wants.  

It uses symbols in its ceremonies and follows the calendar in reference to Wiccan festivals.  Its roots 

are in ancient agrarian Celtic Society.  It is considered Neo-Pagan (based on old European and pre-

Christian belief systems). Wicca does not have a structure of clergy and/or congregations.  But it 

does have priests and priestesses which are in leadership positions within covens that have witches.  

The varying traditions of Wicca have different requirements for attaining the level of priest and 

priestess.  Some of the more common varieties of Wicca are 1734, Alexandrian, Celtic, Dianic, 

Dicordian, Eclectic, Gardnerian, and Georgian.  Wicca is even recognized as a religion in the military. 

 One of the most common aspects of working theology is the teaching of reincarnation and 

karma. The purpose of reincarnation is to learn lessons through the various lives. “This process of 

reincarnation is repeated for numerous lifetimes until a development of the Spirit is reached where 

the Spirit can truly merge with the male and female balanced creator/creatrix entity. We are 

returned to the God and to the Goddess.”*Ibid., p. 27.+ Karma is the law of cause and effect that 

"does not punish nor reward.  It is simply a universal law that reacts to causation until disharmony is 

illuminated." 

 Wicca does not claim to be the only way but says that all spiritual traditions and paths are valid to 

those who practice them.  It accepts "the fact that all life is sacred, including plant, animal, and 

human." 

 Generally, Wiccans do not believe in the existence of a devil (they are not Satan worshippers).  They 

have no orgies or public displays of sexuality in their rituals (though some Wiccan traditions practice 
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nudity and sexuality not open to the public), no bestiality, and no blood sacrifices.  They do not 

practice spells with the intention to harm people.  They deny that there are moral absolutes, believe 

that nature is divine, and seek to be in harmony with the earth/nature. 

 Is it recognized as a religion by the government?  Yes 

 The Wiccan Rede and the Threefold Law 

 There are two basic codes by which the Wiccans live.  First is the Wiccan Rede which states, "An 

Ye Harm None, Do What Ye Will".  This means that a Wiccan is free to use his or her magic as 

long as it doesn't harm anyone.  The second is the Threefold Law which says that all the good 

you do will return to you threefold in this life.  Likewise, all the harm you do will return to 

threefold as well. 

 The God and Goddess 

 There is an ultimate life force called "The One," or "The All" from which the male and female 

aspects of life emerged, i.e., the god and goddess. The Divine, god or goddess, depending on to 

whom you are talking, can have different names.  There can even be references to different 

gods from other theological systems: Hinduism, Egyptian, Buddhism, ancient Greece, Sumerian, 

Christian, etc.  In Wicca it doesn’t really matter what name is given to a person’s concept of God 

as long as you have one, or two, or more. 

 One Wiccan might consider God to be self-aware, another may not.  It all depends on the angle 

that an individual Wiccan takes in his or her theological construction of what best works.  It is a 

religion of self-design.  In Wiccan theology, because god can show different characteristics in 

different ways to different people, Wiccans can have different and even contradictory 

conceptions of God.  This is not a problem to them because they maintain that it is only the 

limited aspects of individual perceptions of god that appear contradictory. 

 “as Wiccans, we acknowledge and worshiped the old gods and goddesses in the form both 

pleasing to Them and meaningful to us…” 

 Why is Wicca attractive? 

 Wicca is attractive for many people who do not desire or appreciate absolute truths. In Wicca, a 

person is free to discover his or her own "path."  In other words, he or she is free to invent a 

religious system that suits his or her desires. 

 “If you are just beginning a study of paganism, you may need to evaluate many different 

traditions or paths before finding the one for which you are looking. Your chosen path in the old 

religion must be one that is uniquely suited to you as an individual and one that lets you speak 

to the Lord and Lady in your own fashion.” 

 It should be obvious that Wicca is a religion of personal preference. In other words, you are free 

to invent, devise, and develop a religion that suits your personal wants and interests. 

Furthermore, in Wicca you may attempt to manipulate your surroundings and other individuals 

through spells and incantations.  This combination of developing a religion that suits your 

personal preferences and trying to influence others is very appealing to a lot of people. 

 Misconceptions 

 Wicca is not Satanism. Wiccans do not acknowledge the existence of the Christian concept of 

the devil and they do not sacrifice to him. 
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 Wiccans do not offer blood sacrifices.  A slight correction needs to be offered here because 

there are some of the lesser known Wiccan traditions that do offer animal sacrifices but it is 

done in order to harness the energy of the sacrifice. 

 Wiccans did not practice sex orgies. There are, however, certain Wiccan traditions where nudity 

and occasional sexual practices are used in their ceremonies, but these are not common in most 

Wiccan traditions and such practices are closed to outsiders. Wiccans do not fly around on 

broomsticks. 

 Wiccans do not intentionally cast spells on people in order to harm them. 

 Wiccans do not laugh in high nasal voices as they stir a cauldron and summon mystical clouds of 

smoke to be sent out to do their bidding. 

 Wiccans are not ugly old hags that look like the witch in the Wizard of Oz.  On the contrary, most 

Wiccans are normal people. 

 Wiccans do not believe that the magic they use is bad.  Of course, we Christians would disagree 

with this, but the intention of the Wiccan is not to perform harm. When dealing with Wiccans it 

is best to ask lots of questions, find out why they believe, what their practices are, and then 

respectfully discuss with them about their beliefs and actions. As Christians we are supposed to 

present the truth of the resurrection of Christ and his atoning sacrifice.   Don't hammer them 

with Jesus.  Don't try and pound them into submission.  Be loving and kind and present truth 

with Jesus in the center. 

Satanism 
 Until contemporary times Satanism has had much 

more secretive associations than at present. 

 Traditional Satanism is still associated with black 

magic and ritualism 

 The worship of a personal and powerful devil is 

central to traditional Satanism 

 Those involved reject Christianity, yet choose the 

Lucifer of the Scriptures as their god 

 Satanic witchcraft is to be found under this 

category of Satanism, where witches are involved in the darkest side of evil 

 In recent times, a new humanistic Satanism has emerged; the Church of Satan is the clearest 

example 

 Modern Satanism places great emphasis on materialism and hedonism 

 Satan, to followers of this church, is more of a symbol than a reality 

 They are interested in the carnal and worldly pleasure mankind offers (including many types of 

sexual activity) 

 There is a list of Satanic statements to which all members must agree, including indulgence, 

kindness only to those who deserve it, vengeance, responsibility only to those who are responsible 

 The Satanic Church is materialistic and anti-Christian; pleasure-seeking is their goal 

Sources: 
Handbook of Today’s Religions by Josh 
McDowell & Don Stewart 
Nelson’s Illustrated Guide to Religions, 
edited by James A. Beverley 
World Religions and What People Believe 
by Bryan McAnally 
So What’s the Difference? by Fritz Ridenour 
The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin 


